
 

Our Lady at St. Germaine Parish Center: 708-636-5060                                             
9711 S. Kolin Avenue                               
Oak Lawn, Illinois 60453                                    
 

St. Germaine School: 708-425-6063 

December 3, 2023                           First Sunday in Advent 



 
A Le er from the Pastor    

 
 

 
 
 
 
           

 

Dear Parish Family of Our Lady at St. Germaine, 
    
 Advent is not only our time to prepare for Christmas Day; it is also our time to prepare for the coming 
of our Lord in glory. We reflect during these four weeks of Advent on the lives of Mary and John the Baptist 
as the first of the Disciples of Christ. We reflect on their relationship to Jesus and our own relationship to 
Christ, as reflected in our relationships with one another. We ask ourselves during this Advent season, are we 
faithful Disciples of Christ, in the image of Mary or John the Baptist? 
 Mary gave life to Christ, our Savior and nurtured him. In the image of Mary how will we give life to 
those around us and nurture them in mind, body, and spirit? Mary went about her vocation as the Mother of 
our Savior quietly, gently, but always present in Christ’s life.  Who around us needs our gentle presence to lift 
them up, and to lift up their spirits at this time of the year? 
 John the Baptist, on the other hand, was a bold courageous voice for the Lord. He was truly a              
prophet, who spoke for truth and justice that the kingdom of peace may enter into the world, through Christ, 
our Savior.  What injustices have we witnessed around us that we can help right that the Lord’s peace may be 
present among us this Christmas and this coming year? 
 Whether we act with gentleness or act boldly as Disciples of Christ, we do not act alone. Christ is           
already present among us and gives us the gift of the Spirit that we might bring the gift of his peace to the 
world around us. 

       Sincerely, 

   Taize Prayer 
        Join us Wednesday, December 6th at 
6:00pm in Church. 

Immaculate Conception of  
the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 
Mass schedule is as follows; 
 
Anticipatory Mass; Thursday, December 7th 
at 7:00pm 
Friday, December 8th at  8:30am and 
10:00am 



 

Monday, December 4-St. John Damascene 
8:30AM Mass:  
Deceased Members of Our Lady at St. Germaine 
   
Tuesday, December 5-Weekday 
8:30AM Mass: 
Carol Frazza, Barbara Klein, Bill Dunne, Kris Shine 
 
Wednesday, December 6–St. Nicholas 
7:00AM Mass: Margaret Gaba 
8:30AM Communion Service:  
 
Thursday, December 7-St. Ambrose 
8:30AM Mass: Timothy Lavery, John O’Hare 
7:00PM Mass: 
 
Friday, December 8-Immaculate Conception of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary 
8:30AM Mass: Deacon Jack Malone 
10:00AM Mass:  
 
Saturday, Dec. 9–St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin 
8:30AM: Lucille Finn, Patrick Murphy 
4:00PM: Josephine Konczal, Nolan Family, Gino Pacetti, 
Dorothy McGoldrick, Carol Lynn Rimovsky 
6:00PM: Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass 
             
Sunday, December 10–Second Sunday of Advent 
7:30AM: Donna, Mary & John Forbes, Mary Bridgeman,   
     Alice & Wlliam Munno 
9:30AM: Anna Mannion, Irene Nykiel, Jack Devereaux,     
     Ester & Ray Ristow 
11:30AM: Elizabeth & Denis Hedderman, Daniel Burke,  
     Peter Jurkash, Janice Kurland 
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MASS INTENTIONS REMEMBER OUR BELOVED DEAD 
 

Terri Lenz Bergen 
Leona Mizen      Helen Rendak 

Adrienne Wild 
Please pray for those who are sick, their families 
& caregivers, including:      
 

David Akai, Kathe Anhalt, Michael Anhalt, Patricia    
Aruldoss, Michael Barry, Brian Bednarski, Chris  
Benjamin, Virginia  Bovilsky, Catherine Cotter Brady, 
Donna Burica, Diane Cernivivo, Pat Cesak, Geri Chaput,  
Taylor  Collard, Mary Connolly,  Ann    Contorno, Tom 
Coti, Elizabeth Czajka, Sue Daniels, Marie Dillon, Emily 
DiPierro, Adriana Elgas, Paige Epstein,   Patty Fadden, 
Karen Finn, Sara Fox, Walter Furtner, Patsy Galecki,      
Bill Geegan,  Giblin Family, Lynn Groebe,  Gerardo    
Gonzalez,  Peg  Hansen,  Kaitlyn  Hedderman, Debbie 
Heitz,  Gina Jakelski, Robert “Mitch” Jones,  
Dennis Kelsch,   Garry Keller, Alvina Kita,   Richard Kita, 
Joe Kress, Charles Lee, Kim Lewis, Norman Lupescu,  
Eileen Carroll Lynch, Stas Maciasz, Rita  Martin,  Eugene 
Martyn,  Michael Mattaliano, Raimonda Miknius, Dean 
Ojeda,  Raul Osornio, Katherine Pape, Nicolas Rossio, 
Frank Roti, Guadalupe  Martin  Ruvalcaba, Marty Saf-
strom, Sharon Safstrom,  Norma Salas, Devin Sanchez, 
Audrey Schmitz,   Monica (Ranalli) Schuberth, Mary 
Schwappach, Phillip Scropp,  Ellie Smith, Ryan Smith,  
Joe Smyth,  Kayla Smyth, Carol Spero, Georgie Stupay, 
Michael Stupay, Rita Daniels Suchor, Jay Szewczyk ,  
Patty Tapia, Kimberly Thielen, Charlene Thomson, Mary 
Ann Trop, Vickie Vertucci, Casey Wiedenski, Susan 
Zak, Gussie Zawaski  

Ministers’ Schedule for December 9 - 10, 2023 
  SAT 4:00 PM SUN 7:30 AM SUN 9:30 AM SUN 11:30 AM 

Proclaimer 
  

Cindy Brejcha 
  

Becky Kapjon Mike Maslanka 
  

Jim Maughan  

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Pat Vlasis 
Terry Vorderer 
  

 Laura Stawczyk 
George Kapjon 

Sr. Darleen Mayo 
Sharon Rosenbaum 
  

Jim Maughan 
Gina Maughan 

Altar Servers     

Readings for the week of December 3, 2023 
 

Sunday: Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 (4)/1 Cor 1:3-9/Mk 
13:33-37 
Monday: Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt 8:5-11 
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/Lk 10:21-24 
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/Mt 15:29-37 
Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a/Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 
Next Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 (8)/2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8 



Split The Pot Drawing 
 

On November  19th , envelope # 940 was  
Pulled and there was no winner. 
Last week envelope #137 was drawn and did not  

participate  in the drawing. The amount of $2,740.00 will be                  

added to next weeks pot. 

Don’t forget to put your regular Sunday envelope and your  

orange envelope in for your chance to win! Good Luck! 
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Thank you to the 297 donors who have started off 
our Raise the Roof  campaign pledging  
$417,745.39!  
 

We continue to receive pledge cards in the mail  
and will keep you updated on how successful this 
campaign is.  
Thank you for your sacrifice and generosity. 
 
Can you help us raise the roof? 

$850,000 
$800,000 
 
$700,000 
 
$600,000 
 
$500,000 
 
$400,000 
 
$300,000 
 
$200,000 
 

DUE TO HOLIDAYS BULLETIN DEAD-
LINES ARE AS FOLLOWS 
 
DECEMBER 17TH BULLETINS, INFO 
NEEDS TO BE IN BY  DECEMBER 6TH 
 
DECEMBER 24TH BULLETINS, INFO 
NEEDS TO BE IN BY DECEMBER 10TH 
 
DECEMBER 31st BULLETINS, INFO 
NEEDS TO BE IN BY DECEMBER 19TH 
 
JANUARY 7th BULLETINS,     INFO 
NEEDS TO BE IN BY DECEMBER 28TH 

December 10th– All Giving Tree Gifts due 

STOP BY GOD’S SPECIAL 
FRIENDS’  

CRAFT & VENDOR FAIR 
IN THE  

SHERIDAN ROOM 
AFTER ALL MASSES 

THIS WEEKEND 

Please be generous in your support of our parish  
ministries and services. 

 S  R  

*GIVE CENTRAL & ACH ARE IN ADDITION  TO  REGULAR COLLECTION 

November 7, 2021 
Sunday: $7,651.19 

        Sunday (GIVE CENTRAL): $2,188.00 
SUNDAY TOTAL: $9,839.19 

*AID ED(GIVE CENTRAL): $35.00 
Sharing: $140.00 

Food  Baskets: $139.00 
Aid to Education: $23.00 

November 19, 2023 
Sunday: $6,580.00 

        Sunday (GIVE CENTRAL): $2,098.00 

SUNDAY TOTAL: $8,678.00 

*AID ED(GIVE CENTRAL): $30.00 

Thanksgiving: $369.00 

Human Development: $581.00 

Christmas Flowers: $5.00 

Christmas: $5.00 

Immaculate Cpnception: $5.00 

November 26, 2023 
Sunday: $7,775.75 

        Sunday (GIVE CENTRAL): $2,368.00 

SUNDAY TOTAL: $10,143.75 

*AID ED(GIVE CENTRAL): $30.00 

Thanksgiving: $1,259.00 

Human Development: $110.00 

Food PANTRY: $10.00 

Christmas Flowers: $61.00 

Christmas: $135.00 

Share in the Care: $90.00 





 

Our Advent calendar has some suggestion
joicing this Advent.  We’re sure you can a

December 3 
First Sunday of Advent 

  
“In him we are also chosen so 

that we  might exist for the 
praise of his glory.” 

  
Please take a card from the Mar-

ion Giving Tree in the Church 
and provide a gift for someone in 

need. 

December 4 
  
“My soul magnifies the Lord.” 

  
How can your daily actions 

“magnify” the Lord? 
  

How do you help others build 
their love of God and his people? 

December 5 
  

“My spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior.” 

  
What “proclaims the greatness of 

the Lord” in your life today? 
How do you share this joy with 

others around you? 

December 
  

Feast of St. Nic
Read the story of S

Fill the shoes of fami
with treat

  
Make a donation to h
Courage Program w
  

December 10 
Second Sunday of Advent 

  
“Cry out at the top of your 
voice, Jerusalem, herald of 

glad tidings.” 
  

Make paper snowflakes or orna-
ments you can use for your 

Christmas tree. 

December 11 
  

“Henceforth, all generations 
shall call me blessed.” 

  
Mary is known throughout time 

for her role in salvation.” 
What do you do that makes you a 

blessing to others? 

December 12 
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 
                        Remember  

                      St. Juan Diego                                           
                      and say a prayer                
                      for all newcomers  
                       and immigrants 

  

December 
  

“He who is mighty
great things fo

  
God has done great

you, just as he did for
a minute today to lis
things God has don

December 17 
Third Sunday of Advent 

 

“I rejoice heartily in the Lord, 
in God is the joy of my soul.” 

 

December 18 
  

“He has scattered the proud in 
the conceit of their hearts” 

  
What tempts you to be proud or 

seek power over others? 

December 19 
  

In the final days before Christ-
mas, say a blessing prayer at 
your family Christmas tree.  

Pray for all those who do not 
have the things you do.” 

December 2
  

“He has put down 
from their thrones a

alted the low
  

God loves us as we a
not leave us as we a
called to generosity 

December 24 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

  
“Nothing will be impossible for 

God. 
  

Say a special prayer for each 
person who will receive one of 

the gifts under your Christ-
mas tree. 

  

December 25 

 
Please share your joy with us at 

Mass today! 

Four very traditional “hymns” fit perfe
Mary journeys to her cousin Elizabeth; Zechariah hears o

  
Magnificat 

(Luke 1: 46-55) 
  

Canticle of Zechariah 
(Luke 68-79) 

Magnificat 

 



Celebrating Advent, 2023 
“My Spirit Rejoices” 
    Our Lady at St. Germaine Parish  

ns for areas in your life where you might join with Mary in her Magnificat re-
add many more on your own. 

6 

cholas 
t. Nicholas. 
ily members 
ts. 

help the 
with its work 

December 7 
  

“He has regarded the lowliness of his 
servant.” 

  
God takes notice of all his people with 

infinite love. 
How do your actions show your 

“regard” for all those around you? 

December 8 
  

Feast of the Immaculate                     
Conception 

 
Attend Mass and  
pray to be open to  
God’s plans for  
you“ 

  
  

December 9 
  
  
  
Make a donation to the Salva-
tion Army bell ringer while 
you’re out shopping. 
  

             

13 

y has done 
r me.” 

t things for 
r Mary.  Take 
st the great 
ne for you. 

December 14 
  

“Holy is his name” 
  

There are many musical settings for the 
Magnificat on YouTube.  Listen to a few 
to find one that you enjoy. Here’s a start 
https://youtu.be/vYzJNXcoLUg?
si=axSvx3qTJucVTaXH 

December 15 
  

“He has mercy from generation 
to generation on those who love 

him.” 
  

Share stories and memories of 
Christmas when you were growing 

up to reinforce the reality of 
God’s love from generation to 

generation. 

December 16 
  

“He has shown might with his 
arm.” 

  
Set up your family’s Nativity 

crèche and say a blessing 
prayer before dinner. 

20 

the mighty 
and has ex-

wly.” 

are, but does 
are.  We are 

and justice 

December 21 
  

He has filled the hungry with good 
things and the rich he has sent away 

empty.” 
  

Where do we find hunger and emptiness 
in our lives? 

How can God help to fill us? 

December 22 
  

He has given help to Israel, his 
servant, mindful of his mercy.” 

  
Even in times when Israel fell 

short of God’s plans, God came to 
their help. 

How has God come to your help 
in the times you have fallen short? 

December 23 
  

“Even as he spoke to our an-
cestors, to Abraham and Sa-
rah and their children forev-

er.” 
  

Abraham and Sarah are our 
ancestors in faith. 

How has God spoken to you 
through your own family? 

Four Advent Hymns 
fectly into Advent.  Each has a part in the liturgies of the season and reminds us of central events of the story. 
of the birth of his son, John; the angels announce the birth of Christ; and Simeon blesses the child but warns Mary of sorrows to 

come. 
Cantle of Zechariah 

 

Glory to God 

 

Canticle of Simeon 

 

  
“Glory to God in the 

Highest” 
(Gloria at Mass) 

  
Canticle of Simeon 

(Luke 2: 29-32) 



GET YOUR HOLIDAY SHOPPING STARTED … 
.  

Manna profits are shared by you and the school with a nominal administrative fee going out to the Manna program – it 
is like free money for you and the school! The fact is, we all go to the grocery store and the gas station, and have gifts to 
buy, so, why not take money off of tuition while paying at these places and buying your holiday gifts at the same time. 

 If you’re not already using the Manna program, we encourage you to try it out – we think you’ll love it. For 
those who are already using the Manna program, we thank you. 

Our “Special Manna Order Form” is online.. We are  hoping to get the holiday shopping started here – please 
fill it out and return to the office with payment. Should you need a regular Manna order form, please feel free to call the 
office and we will send you one. Thank you and let the 2023 Holiday Shopping begin! 
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Remember  you can get 
your “regular manna”  
everyday in the school  
office from 8:30am-
1:00pm. 
 
Groceries, gas, fast food, 
etc.  
Call for a current list! 

Phone #:_______________________ 



SPECIAL MANNA ORDER DEADLINE IS DECEMBER 11th @ 10:00am 



Oplatki Christmas Tradi on 
The tradition of the Oplatki originated in Poland during Early Christian Times. This Christmas 
custom began with a simple white wafer, baked from flour and water. The wafers are wonder-
fully designed to display Christmas images, such as the Nativity. The Oplatki are enjoyed by 
families, typically right before the Christmas Eve meal. The entire family will gather around 
the table with the Oplatki.  
Generally the eldest member of the family will begin the ritual by breaking off a piece of the 
wafer and passing it to another family member with a blessing. 
This blessing can simply consist of what you desire for your loved one in the upcoming year – 
whether it be good health, success, or happiness. 
The purpose of this act is primarily to express one’s unconditional love and forgiveness for 
each member of his or her family. The significance of the Oplatki Christmas wafer is that it shadows the Eucharistic 
meal that Catholics  
participate in at each Mass. Just as we share in the Eucharist as one family in Christ and receive Christ’s love through 
the Eucharist, the Oplatki allows for one’s immediate family to come together and share love for one another.  
Although this tradition is primarily enjoyed by the human members of the family, even the family pets can partake in 
this meal. 
Whereas the wafers are generally white in color, there are colored Oplatki made especially for pets although both 
colors are edible by people. Traditionally, this symbolizes the animals that were present at Christ’s birth. However, in 
current times, this can also represent the important role that pets play in the family. The Oplatki tradition is one that is 
easy and fun to introduce to the family at Christmas time. All it requires is a simple wafer paired with love and  
affection, and the willingness to share it. This is a heartwarming tradition that will complete your family’s time   
together during the Christmas season. 
 
Christmas wafers are available for purchase. See an usher while our supply lasts. 

 
 



OUR LADY AT ST. GERMAINE PARISH 
 

ST. GERMAINE CATHOLIC CHURCH        9711 S. Kolin Avenue  Oak Lawn Illinois  

 
Parish Office: 708-636-5060    Fax: 708-636-8007 

School Office: 708-425-6063 
Parish Center Hours: 

Monday—Thursday 9:00am ~ 2:30pm                
Friday 9:00am-12:00pm 

Website: ourladyatstgermaine.org 

Fr. Thomas S. Cabala Pastor  
Joe Gonzalez                                        Permanent Deacon 
Frank Mamolella        Permanent  Deacon 
Amy Condon Operations Director 
Philip O’Rourke  School Principal 
Marianne Powers    Director of Children's Faith Formation 
Sr. Regina DeVitto CND   Liturgy & Worship 
Dan Arens                                                     Liturgy & Music 
Casey Wiedenski (636-6647) Minister of Care 
Nancy Dunne Minister of Care 
Molly O’Grady (636-8001) COURAGE 
Jen Stazak Office Manager 
Bulletin Editor                    jenstazak@yahoo.com 

WEEKDAY MASS:   
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday:  8:30AM Mass 
Wednesday: 7:00AM Mass, 8:30AM Communion Service 
               

WEEKEND MASSES:  
Saturday: 4:00 PM;   Sunday: 7:30 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:30 AM 
  
 
 

RECONCILIATION: Saturday from 2:45-3:30 PM        
 

ADORATION CHAPEL:  
Tuesdays 9‐6pm, Wednesdays 9‐7pm, Thursdays 9‐7pm 
 

Welcome to Our Lady at St. Germaine Parish!  
    To register in the parish, or for information about any of  
     our organizations, ministries, services, or  educational  
     opportunities, please call the Parish Center at 636-5060. 
 

BAPTISMS– Call Parish Center to schedule. 
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Monday Night Bingo @6pm
Wednesday Trivia@730pm

Thursday BOGO 1/2 OFF APPS 
SUNDAY FUNDAY- KIDS EAT FREE!

Lunch served daily @11am
Video Gaming open 7am- 6 days a week 

     708-572-4500   
www.blackoaktavern.net                       9630 S Pulaski Av Oak Lawn

Sports & Orthopedic
Physical Therapy

Thomas G. Mulvey, M.S., P.T.
708-424-4047 / 708-424-4025

4004 W. 111th St., Oak Lawn

   

708.686.1886

9200 KILPATRICK AVE.
OAK LAWN, IL
OFFICALTOWINGOFUSA@GMAIL.COM
LET’SGET SOCIAL
                @OFFICIALTOWING

LOCK OUT•FUEL DELIVERY
JUMPSTARTS•TIRE CHANGES

VIKING
ROOFING 
Licensed • insured 
708.425.8786

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

4532 W. 103rd St., Oak Lawn, IL
www.smilesbyburke.com

Call for a Free Consultation 708-658-6015   

     

Emergency PlumbersEmergency Plumbers  
773-424-0363773-424-0363  

INFINITYINFINITY247247.COM .COM 
• • Parishioner DiscountParishioner Discount • •

WALTER 
QUINLAN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Walter (Pat) Quinlan, Director/Owner

Jane M. Quinlan

708.425.3700 Since 1929

Real Estate • Wills / Trusts
Attorney Referral Service

3551 West 111th Street
Chicago, Illinois 60655

www.barrylawinc.com

773.779.6100
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We Take Service Personally
Contact us today for a customized, reliable
waste management, recycling, or dumpster quote.

630-261-0400

PORK & BBQ • CHICKEN • STEAKS 

BRISKET • BEEF • SANDWICHES •  SHRIMP

SIDES • SALADS • DESSERTS • KIDS MENU

Buy a full slab rib dinner receive a 1/2 slab FREE ($19.95 value)

Buy a pork chop dinner and receive a second chop for $5 

One coupon per customer

708-581-4950 • 4040 W. 111th St., Oak Lawn, IL 60453

Chicago Real Estate

Rick Schultz
Realtor® Since 1984

Oak Lawn and 
Vicinity Specialist

708.268.2980

Free Roof Inspection

708-253-2561
www.HeritageRoofers.net

State Licensed,
 Bonded & Fully Insured

We provide individualized 
funeral services designed to 

meet the needs of each family
at Affordable Prices

We will guide you through the aspects of the funeral 
service with compassion, dignity and respect. 

Se Habla Español

4950 West 79th Street
Burbank, Illinois 60459

(773) 565-4171

THANKS FOR YOUR 
PATRONAGE!

Serving
Breakfast,
Lunch &
Dinner

24 Hours

10501 S. CICERO
499-1112

$100 OFF PURCHASE $10.00
OR MORE with ad

Proudly Serving the Parishioners of 

St. Germaine for Over 60 Years

BLAKE LAMB
FUNERAL HOME

4727 W. 103rd St.

Oak Lawn 708.636.1193

AssumptA IngrAm
Local Realtor
Oak Lawn Resident

708.516.1614
www.AskAssumpta.com

    B
UYING? SELLING? INVESTING? NEW CONSTRUCTION?

24 HR.
Emer. 
Svc.

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Prices Right on 
Target!
BULLSEYE
HEATING & AC

• Furnaces 
• Central Air
• Hot Water Tanks
• Boilers 
• Electrical 
• Plumbing

708.229.8505

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Jeff Hansen

 
jhansen@4LPi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x2683

AR-BE® Garage 
Doors, Inc.

- Family Owned & Operated Since 1947 - 

Residential Garage Doors
* Free In-Home Estimates * 
Same or Next Day Service

Licensed * Bonded * Insured

708-458-2345
10818 S. Cicero Ave. - Oak Lawn

www.AR-BE.com

9236 S. RobeRtS Road 
HickoRy HillS, il 

 
708.430.5700 

www.LackFuneralHome.com

Matt Bryk & Jen Mayo 
Directors / Parishioners

Ed the Plumber 
Ed the Carpenter
708.652.1444
Best Work • Best Rates
PARISHIONER DISCOUNT


