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December 15, 2024                                   Third Sunday of Advent  



 
A Le er from the Pastor    

 
 

 
 
 
 
           

 

Dear Parish Family of Our Lady at St. Germaine, 
    

“I am the voice of one crying out in the desert, make straight the way of the Lord.” 
 These are the words of the prophet, John the Baptist.  As Christ’s messenger and prophet John 
touched the hearts and minds of people, because his encounter with them was a personal, face to face 
encounter.  His messenger was well received by the people because they saw his care and concern for 
their wellbeing as they looked into his eyes. 
 We have lost to a great extent that kind of communication with one another in which we can 
look into someone’s eyes, experience their emotions through the tone of their voice.  We rely too 
much on e-mail, text messaging, things like face book or twitter, blogging.   
 These forms of communication as I see them are very self-centered with the sender of the  
messages more interested in your knowing what he or she is doing than sharing communications and 
friendship. 
 But many of us are clueless to these forms of communication.  And, in our naivety of such 
things, we are the hope of reestablishing good and proper communications and relationships.   
 But true communication, true dialog, and friendships are formed through mutual dialog and 
listening to one another’s voices and by looking each other in the eye. 
 Just as Christ, “the Word Made Flesh among us,” reestablished God’s good and life-giving  
relationship with us; we who believe in Christ as our Savior must help reestablish good and            
life-giving communications and relationships with each other. 
 To be true messengers for Christ, we can do no less then listen to his words, even as we ask 
him to listen to our words and bring us his peace, light, and joy.  To be his messengers we must also 
listen to one another’s voices as we cry out for true and lasting friendships with each other in Christ 
our Savior. 
   Sincerely, 
     

Third  Sunday of Advent 
O God, who see how your people faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s 
Nativity, enable us, we pray, to attain the joys of so great a salvation and 
to celebrate them always with solemn worship and glad rejoicing. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. 
How have you celebrated Advent with “solemn worship and glad           
rejoicing?” 
Have you taken time to pray by yourself and with others? 
Beginning on December 17th, the Church recites one of the ancient O 
Antiphons each evening. The antiphons are listed on the parish Advent 
calendar. Recite it at the beginning and end of the Magnificat (Luke 1: 46-
55). Find a musical version of the Magnificat (Cantle of Mary) on you tube 
or Spotify and listen to it prayerfully this week. 

DUE TO HOLIDAYS BULLETIN 
DEADLINES ARE AS FOLLOWS 
 
 
DECEMBER 29th BULLETIN, 
NEEDS TO BE IN BY Friday,  
DECEMBER 20TH 
 
JANUARY 5th BULLETINS 
NEEDS TO BE IN BY Monday, 
DECEMBER 23RD 

Please join us for our Advent  
Reconciliation  Service, Monday,  

December 23rd at 7:00pm  



Mon., December 16–Advent Weekday 
8:30AM Mass: 
Alex Kane 
 
Tues., December 17 –Late Advent Weekday 
8:30AM Mass : 
Sheila Arends, Dorthea & Arthur Petersen,  
Norman Lupescu 
 
Weds., December 18–Late Advent Weekday 
7:00AM & 8:30AM Masses: 
Judy Anhalt 
   
Thurs., December 19-Late Advent Weekday 
8:30AM  
Jim & Bernie Thome, Margaret Schaaf,  
Barbara Galecki 
 
Friday, December 20-Late Advent Weekday 
8:30AM Mass:  
Mary & Bill Meyering 
 
Saturday, December 21-St. Peter Canisius 
8:30AM: Bill Stone, Tony Anselmo 
4:00PM: Nolan-Cannon Family, Lucille Smyth, 
Jonathon Schmitz 
            
Sun., December 22–4th Sunday of Advent 
7:30AM: Poor Souls in Purgatory 
9:30AM: Marion & Tom Scully, Maureen Holford 
11:30AM: Marie Dillon, Patrick Kielty,  
      Kathy Majka 
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MASS INTENTIONS 

Please pray for those who are sick, their families & 
caregivers, including:      
 

David Akai, Kathe Anhalt, Michael Anhalt, Patricia Aruldoss, 
Michael Barry, Brian Bednarski, Chris Benjamin, Rich               
Bovenzo, Virginia  Bovilsky, Catherine Cotter Brady, Donna 
Burica, Maryann Burke, Jairus Castaneda/Salazar, Diane 
Cernivivo, Pat Cesak, Geri Chaput,  Taylor  Collard, Mary 
Connolly,   Ann  Contorno, Carol Conway, Tom  Coti, Janine 
Coughlin, Elizabeth Czajka, Sue Daniels,  Emily DiPierro, 
Ron Ditzler, Adriana Elgas, Paige Epstein, Patty Fadden,            
Karen Finn,  Walter  Furtner, Patsy Galecki, Bill Geegan,  
Giblin Family, Greg Grochowski, Lynn Groebe, Gerardo 
Gonzalez,  Tom   Hamilton, Peg  Hansen,  Kaitlyn     Hedder-
man, Debbie Heitz, Gina Jakelski, Patrick Juarez, Robert 
“Mitch” Jones, Dennis Kelsch,   Garry Keller,    Alvina Kita, 
Richard Kita, Joe Kress, Marolyn Kut, Charles Lee, Robert 
Litz, Eileen Carroll Lynch, Stas Maciasz, Rita Martin,  Eu-
gene Martyn, Michael Mattaliano, Raimonda Miknius, Barb 
Nykaza,  Dean Ojeda,  Francine Opas, Raul Osornio,   Kathe-
rine Pape, Nicolas Rossio, Frank Roti, Guadalupe,                 
Martin Ruvalcaba, Sharon Safstrom, Norma Salas, Devin 
Sanchez, Audrey Schmitz, Monica (Ranalli) Schuberth, Mary 
Schwappach, Phillip Scropp,  Ellie Smith, Ryan Smith,  Kayla 
Smyth, Carol Spero, Michael Stupay, Rita DanielsSuchor, Jay 
Szewczyk, Patty Tapia,  Kimberly Thielen, Charlene  Thom-
son, Mary Ann Trop, Vickie Vertucci, Casey Wiedenski,  
Susan Zak, Gussie Zawaski  

Ministers’ Schedule for December 21-22, 2024 
  SAT 4:00 PM SUN 7:30 AM SUN 9:30 AM SUN 11:30 AM 

Proclaimer 
  

P. Glatz B. Kapjon M. Maslanka G. Maughan 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

K. Mikutis 
B. Zakes 

E. Farnan 
L. Stawczyk 

Sr. Darleen 
Sh. Rosenbaum 

J. Maughan 
E. Akroush 

Altar Servers A. Godinez K. Dang 
K. Gilmartin 

C. Mercado 
C. Mercado 

A. Wainwright 
F. Wainwright 

Readings for the week of December 15, 2024 
Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 (6)/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18 
Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9/Mt 21:23-27 
Tuesday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17/Mt 1:1-17 
Wednesday: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19/Mt 1:18-25 
Thursday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17/Lk 1:5-25 
Friday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 1:26-38 
Saturday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21/Lk 1:39-45 
Next Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 (4)/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-4 

REMEMBER OUR BELOVED DEAD  
 

William E. Ebomoyi 



“Like the fourth magi, may we recognize that he is present in our midst.  May we also in wis-
dom, come to realize that the gift Christ seeks from us is the love and care we show to others 
on our journey to meet him. 
 May this Christmas bring you, your family and friends, the peace and light of the Christ 
Child. May we grow with Christ in this coming year of 2025 in His love and be magi of the 
love to the world around us.” 
Sincerely, 
Fr. Tom Cabala 

Our holiday schedule is as follows: 
 

Parish Reconciliation Service: Monday, December 23 at 7:00 PM 
 

Christmas Eve Masses:  
 Tuesday, December 24 at 3:00 PM (family mass), 4:30 PM  
Christmas Day Masses:   
 Wednesday, December 25 at 7:30 AM, 9:30 AM and 11:30 AM 
 

New Year’s Eve Mass: Tuesday, December 31 at 4:00 PM 
New Year’s Day Masses: Wednesday, January 1 at 7:30 AM and 9:30 AM  

Adorers of the Blessed Sacrament 
 
The AdoraƟon Chapel will be closed Sunday, 
December  15th through January 6th. 
The chapel will reopen Tuesday, January 7th, 
2025. 
 
May you celebrate the birth of Christ with joy 
and peace, renewed courage and a bright 
vision that makes the New Year truly happy. 
 

The AdoraƟon 
CommiƩee 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
A special “Thank you” to all our Prayer 
Shawl ladies who have blessed many of 
us with their time and beautifully hand made shawls 
and blankets. Thank you to all of our Parishioners who 
have made monetary or yarn donations, which has 
kept our ministry viable. 

There will be NO meeting in January. We  will resume 
meetings in February 2025, weather permitting. 
I want to personally wish you all a very Blessed  
Christmas and a Happy & Healthy New Year! 

Donations of yarn, and new members are always wel-
come! If you would be interested in helping,  have any 

yarn needs, please contact Eleanor at  
708-422-3643. 



                    THE MARION GIVING TREES 
              THANK YOU for your generosity in helping so many families!  

                  Saying “Thank you” doesn’t seem enough, but know that it comes with               
                                    with prayers of graƟtude for all of our generous givers.  If you have taken  
      a card from the tree and have not turned them in,please turn  them in so 

we can distribute to the families. THANK YOU!! 

 Mary’s Rosary 
 

Tuesday,  December 17th                                    

at 7:00pm in the 
Our Lady at St. Germaine 

Church 
 

Please join the Knights of  
Columbus in honoring our Blessed 

Mother, Mary, by praying Her  
special prayer, the Rosary.  

 

Hosted by the Knights of  
Columbus Council 14553 



Split The Pot Drawing 
 

Last week envelope number #812 was drawn for the  

“Split the Pot” raffle. The parishioner assigned that            

number made at least the minimum contribution to both 

the Sunday and “Split the Pot” collections and is the         

winner of $820.00.     Congratulations!  
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Thank you to the 331 donors who have responded 
to our Raise the Roof  campaign, pledging   
$482,875.91.  
 

We continue to receive pledge cards in the mail  
and will keep you updated on how successful this 
campaign is. Thank you for your sacrifice and  
generosity. Can you help us raise the roof? 

$850,000 
$800,000 
 
$700,000 
 
$600,000 
 
$500,000 
 
$400,000 
 
$300,000 
 
$200,000 
 

HELP NEEDED  
Some things Needed this month  
are…. 
Beef stew, Chili, Soup, canned fruit/
pineapple, canned tomatoes, Jelly, instant   

potatoes, Cereal, mac & cheese, pudding or jello, Cookies,  
Crackers, canned meats, tuna,  meals in a box, coffee, 
stuffing, pop tarts, pasta sauce, pasta, rice, canned ravioli 
or spaghetti , gravy, soups (canned or packets),  canned 
cranberries,  canned corn or peas, toilet paper, dish soap, 
shampoo, toothpaste, laundry detergent. As we prepare for 
the upcoming holiday seasons, Gift cards would be appre-
ciated to help buy turkeys & other perishables. THANK 
YOU FOR  ALWAYS HELPING US, HELP OTHERS!!  

Please be generous in your support of our parish  
ministries and services. 

 S  R  

*GIVE CENTRAL & ACH ARE IN ADDITION  TO  REGULAR COLLECTION 

December 8, 2024 
Sunday: $7,950.50 

        Sunday (GIVE CENTRAL): $1,268.00 

SUNDAY TOTAL: $9,218.50 

*AID ED(GIVE CENTRAL): $5.00 

Religious retirement: $704.00 

Immaculate Conception: $520.00 

Thanksgiving: $150.00 

Christmas Flowers: $316.00 

Food Pantry: $100.00 

Solemnity of Mary: $60.00 



 

THE COURAGE PROGRAM THANKS YOU!!! 
 

Christmas is that wonderful time of year when we have the  
opportunity to bridge the generosity of this parish with  

the needs of the women and children in the COURAGE Program.  
 

Thank you for the baby care items, toys, clothes, hats, gloves, gifts for 
moms, gift cards, & monetary donations which bring joy to so many!  

        We could not do this without your loving concern. 
 

Please free to stop downstairs in the  

Parish Hall this weekend to see  

the beauƟful decoraƟons and  

know that all of us wish you the peace 

and joy of Christmas throughout the  

New Year! 

Oplatki Christmas TradiƟon 
The tradition of the Oplatki originated in Poland during Early Christian Times. This Christmas    
custom began with a simple white wafer, baked from flour and water. The wafers are wonderfully 
designed to display Christmas images, such as the Nativity. The Oplatki are enjoyed by families, 
typically right before the Christmas Eve meal. The entire family will gather around the table with 
the Oplatki.  
Generally the eldest member of the family will begin the ritual by breaking off a piece of the wafer 
and passing it to another family member with a blessing. 
This blessing can simply consist of what you desire for your loved one in the upcoming year – whether it be good health, 
success, or happiness. 
The purpose of this act is primarily to express one’s unconditional love and forgiveness for each member of his or her 
family. The significance of the Oplatki Christmas wafer is that it shadows the Eucharistic meal that Catholics  
participate in at each Mass. Just as we share in the Eucharist as one family in Christ and receive Christ’s love through 
the Eucharist, the Oplatki allows for one’s immediate family to come together and share love for one another.  
Although this tradition is primarily enjoyed by the human members of the family, even the family pets can partake in 
this meal. 
Whereas the wafers are generally white in color, there are colored Oplatki made especially for pets although both 
colors are edible by people. Traditionally, this symbolizes the animals that were present at Christ’s birth. However, in 
current times, this can also represent the important role that pets play in the family. The Oplatki tradition is one that is 
easy and fun to introduce to the family at Christmas time. All it requires is a simple wafer paired with love and  
affection, and the willingness to share it. This is a heartwarming tradition that will complete your family’s time   
together during the Christmas season. 

Thank You to everyone who came to Breakfast with Santa. Your 
gift donations were very generous, and will help make a child or     

family’s Christmas. Thank you to the students who came to        
volunteer their time, it was appreciated. 
A Special Thank You to the Knights of         

Columbus for all of their hard work, providing a delicious      
breakfast to all that attended!! 

Have A Happy and Safe Holiday Season!!! 







TICKETS ON SALE NOW AT PARISH CENTER 



OUR LADY AT ST. GERMAINE PARISH 
 

ST. GERMAINE CATHOLIC CHURCH        9711 S. Kolin Avenue  Oak Lawn Illinois  

 
Parish Office: 708-636-5060    Fax: 708-636-8007 

School Office: 708-425-6063 
Parish Center Hours: 

Monday—Friday 9:00am ~ 2:30pm                
Website: ourladyatstgermaine.org 

Fr. Thomas S. Cabala Pastor  
Joe Gonzalez                                        Permanent Deacon 
Amy Condon Operations Director 
Dr. Philip O’Rourke  School Principal 
Marianne Powers    Director of Children's Faith Formation 
Sr. Regina DeVitto CND   Liturgy & Worship 
Dan Arens                                                     Liturgy & Music 
Casey Wiedenski (636-6647) Minister of Care 
Nancy Dunne Minister of Care 
Molly O’Grady (636-8001) COURAGE 
Jen Stazak Office Manager 
Bulletin Editor                    jenstazak@yahoo.com 

WEEKDAY MASS:   
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday:  8:30AM Mass 
Wednesday: 7:00AM & 8:30AM Mass 
WEEKEND MASSES:  
Saturday: 4:00 PM;   Sunday: 7:30 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:30 AM 
  
 
 

RECONCILIATION: Saturday from 2:45PM-3:30 PM        
 

ADORATION CHAPEL:  
Closed through January 6, 2025 
 

Welcome to Our Lady at St. Germaine Parish!  
    To register in the parish, or for information about any of  
     our organizations, ministries, services, or  educational  
     opportunities, please call the Parish Center at 636-5060. 
 

BAPTISMS– Call Parish Center to schedule. 

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com              St. Germaine Church, Oak Lawn, IL              B 4C 01-4019

Sports & Orthopedic
Physical Therapy

Thomas G. Mulvey, M.S., P.T.
708-424-4047 / 708-424-4025

4004 W. 111th St., Oak Lawn

4532 W. 103rd St., Oak Lawn, IL
www.smilesbyburke.com

Call for a Free Consultation 708-658-6015   

     

Emergency PlumbersEmergency Plumbers  
773-424-0363773-424-0363  

INFINITYINFINITY247247.COM .COM 
• • Parishioner DiscountParishioner Discount • •

WALTER 
QUINLAN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Walter (Pat) Quinlan, Director/Owner

Jane M. Quinlan

708.425.3700� Since 1929

Real Estate • Wills / Trusts
Attorney Referral Service

3551 West 111th Street
Chicago, Illinois 60655

www.barrylawinc.com

773.779.6100



For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com              St. Germaine Church, Oak Lawn, IL              A 4C 01-4019

Chicago Real Estate

Rick Schultz
Realtor® Since 1984

Oak Lawn and 
Vicinity Specialist

708.268.2980

We provide individualized 
funeral services designed to 

meet the needs of each family
at Affordable Prices

We will guide you through the aspects of the funeral 
service with compassion, dignity and respect. 

Se Habla Español

4950 West 79th Street
Burbank, Illinois 60459

(773) 565-4171

THANKS FOR YOUR 
PATRONAGE!

Serving
Breakfast,
Lunch &
Dinner

24 Hours

10501 S. CICERO
499-1112

$100 OFF PURCHASE $10.00
OR MORE with ad

Assumpta Ingram
Local Realtor
Oak Lawn Resident

708.516.1614
www.AskAssumpta.com

    B
UYING? SELLING? INVESTING? NEW CONSTRUCTION?

9236 S. Roberts Road 
Hickory Hills, IL 

 
708.430.5700 

www.LackFuneralHome.com

Matt Bryk & Jen Mayo 
Directors / Parishioners

Ed the Plumber 
Ed the Carpenter
708.652.1444
Best Work • Best Rates
PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

708 
361-1555

  SafeElectrical.com

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

      www.difoggioandsamplumbing.com

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

(708) 424-8889

24 HR.
Emer. 
Svc.

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Prices Right on 
Target!
BULLSEYE
HEATING & AC

• Furnaces 
• Central Air
• Hot Water Tanks
• Boilers 
• Electrical 
• Plumbing

708.229.8505

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570
/mo.$1995

Starting At

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Julie Blanford

jblanford@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2141


