
 

Our Lady at St. Germaine Parish Center: 708-636-5060                                             
9711 S. Kolin Avenue                               
Oak Lawn, Illinois 60453                                    
 

St. Germaine School: 708-425-6063 

December 8, 2024                                   Second Sunday of Advent 



 
A Le er from the Pastor    

 
 

 
 
 
 
           

 

Dear Parish Family of Our Lady at St. Germaine, 
    

 On this Second Sunday of Advent, our attention is turned to the great figure of John the Baptist. John 
calls us out to the desert, proclaiming a time of repentance and renewal, for the day of the Lord is at hand. 
 While there is no literal desert around us, there are countless other deserts.  That is to say people,  
maybe even ourselves, who feel parched, exhausted, and anxious over health issues or financial matters.  And, 
whether we live in a small suburb or a large city, we may feel isolated, alone, and deserted. 
 During this season of Advent, the Church reminds us, through the prophets such as Isaiah and John the 
Baptist that we are not alone, that God is with us.  This is what we celebrate come Christmas morning; the  
angels announce that Emmanuel-Christ our Savior is indeed with us.  By his birth, Christ took upon himself 
our human nature, our pains, and sufferings; through his humanity he shows us the path toward overcoming 
the darkness.  
 By being a gift to one another, as Christ is a gift to us, we can overcome the dark and find the true 
light.  To be a gift to others means opening our hearts to others.  It means giving of ourselves as Christ gave of   
himself to bring the light of God’s peace and love into the world. 
 John the Baptist was never afraid to speak out for what was right and just.  He was never afraid to 
point out the darkness of society.  He courageously proclaimed Christ as the Light, as the Lamb of God.  He 
prepared the way of the Lord for others and as a result he himself recognized the Jesus as his Lord and savior.  
  Let us also open a way for the Lord for others that they and us may also recognize the Lord’s presence 
in our lives this Advent and Christmas.    
  Sincerely, 
     

Second Sunday of Advent 
 

Almighty and merciful God, may no earthly undertaking 
hinder those who set out in haste to meet your Son, but may 
our learning of heavenly wisdom gain us admittance to his 
company. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. 
 

Have you “set out in haste” to meet Jesus this Advent? 
Often our “haste” is a distraction that hinders our journey 
along the Advent path. 
 

What things distract you from the “righteous deeds” you 
seek to complete this Advent? 
 

What can you do to lessen these distractions? 

Christmas Mass Times 
 

Tuesday, December 24th 
3:00 & 4:30pm 

 
Wednesday December 25th 

7:30, 9:30 & 11:30am 

DUE TO HOLIDAYS BULLETIN 
DEADLINES ARE AS FOLLOWS 
 
DECEMBER 15TH BULLETIN, NEEDS 
TO BE IN BY DECEMBER 8TH  
 
DECEMBER 22nd BULLETIN, NEEDS 
TO BE IN BY DECEMBER 10TH 

Thank you to all the ladies in the Parish that attended or 
hosted a table for Advent by Candlelight. It was good to 
have time to reflect on the Season of Advent and preparing 
our hearts. The reflections of “Take Me to the Manger”     
reminds us that the manger we have is. . . A Glory to gaze 
upon. . . A Gift to count upon. . . A Comfort to lean upon 
and Hope to draw upon.  

Wishing you all a very Blessed Advent!! 



Mon., December 9– Immaculate Conception of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary 
8:30AM & 10:00AM Masses: 
Lucille Finn, Patrick Murphy 
 
Tuesday, December 10 –Our Lady of Loretto 
8:30AM Mass : 
Jack Deveraux, Patrick Grady, Mary Bridgeman 
(Birthday) 
 
Weds., December 11–St. Damasus I 
7:00AM & 8:30AM Masses: 
Deceased members of Our Lady at St. Germaine  
   
Thurs., December 12-Our Lady of Guadalupe 
8:30AM Mass: 
Anna Marie “Nancy” Kane 
 
Friday, December 13-St. Lucy 
8:30AM Mass:  
Mary & Bill Meyering 
 
Saturday, December 14-St. John of the Cross 
8:30AM: Ronald Niego, Lydia Ponczak 
4:00PM: Ken Szafoni, Bob Stevens, Michael &  
    Jacob Drew, Carol Reinheimer, Pat & Mary Durkin, 
    Arthur & Margaret O’Hare 
            
Sun., December 15–3rd Sunday of Advent 
7:30AM: Victoria Skupin, Margaret C. Schaaf 
9:30AM: Jean Petrasek, Rosanne Finn 
11:30AM: Gene Newberry, Kathleen Morrone,  
     Daniel McDermott, Domingo Damatan 
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MASS INTENTIONS 

Please pray for those who are sick, their families & 
caregivers, including:      
 

David Akai, Kathe Anhalt, Michael Anhalt, Patricia Aruldoss, 
Michael Barry, Brian Bednarski, Chris Benjamin, Rich               
Bovenzo, Virginia  Bovilsky, Catherine Cotter Brady, Donna 
Burica, Maryann Burke, Jairus Castaneda/Salazar, Diane 
Cernivivo, Pat Cesak, Geri Chaput,  Taylor  Collard, Mary 
Connolly,   Ann  Contorno, Carol Conway, Tom  Coti, Janine 
Coughlin, Elizabeth Czajka, Sue Daniels,  Emily DiPierro, 
Ron Ditzler, Adriana Elgas, Paige Epstein, Patty Fadden,            
Karen Finn,  Walter  Furtner, Patsy Galecki, Bill Geegan,  
Giblin Family, Greg Grochowski, Lynn Groebe, Gerardo 
Gonzalez,  Tom   Hamilton, Peg  Hansen,  Kaitlyn     Hedder-
man, Debbie Heitz, Gina Jakelski, Patrick Juarez, Robert 
“Mitch” Jones, Dennis Kelsch,   Garry Keller,    Alvina Kita, 
Richard Kita, Joe Kress, Marolyn Kut, Charles Lee, Robert 
Litz, Eileen Carroll Lynch, Stas Maciasz, Rita Martin,  Eu-
gene Martyn, Michael Mattaliano, Raimonda Miknius, Barb 
Nykaza,  Dean Ojeda,  Francine Opas, Raul Osornio,   Kathe-
rine Pape, Nicolas Rossio, Frank Roti, Guadalupe,                 
Martin Ruvalcaba, Sharon Safstrom, Norma Salas, Devin 
Sanchez, Audrey Schmitz, Monica (Ranalli) Schuberth, Mary 
Schwappach, Phillip Scropp,  Ellie Smith, Ryan Smith,  Kayla 
Smyth, Carol Spero, Michael Stupay, Rita DanielsSuchor,  
Jay Szewczyk, Patty Tapia,  Kimberly Thielen, Charlene  
Thomson, Mary Ann Trop, Vickie Vertucci, Casey                 
Wiedenski,  Susan Zak, Gussie Zawaski  

Ministers’ Schedule for December 14-15, 2024 
  SAT 4:00 PM SUN 7:30 AM SUN 9:30 AM SUN 11:30 AM 

Proclaimer 
  

L. Vorderer G. Kapjon Sr. Darleen S. Chimera 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

P. Vlasis 
T. Velez 

M. Scott 
K. Kobiernicki 

J. Baker 
S. Rosenbaum 

J. Maughan 
G. Maughan 

Altar Servers A. Godinez K. Dang 
K. Gilmartin 

C. Mercado 
C. Mercado 

L. Funk 
L. Funk 
B. Moore 

Readings for the week of December 8, 2024 
Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 (3)/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6 
Monday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 
Tuesday: Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13/Mt 18:12-14 
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10/Mt 11:28-30 
Thursday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Jdt 13:18bcde, 19/Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 
Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-19/Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
Next Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 (6)/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18 

REMEMBER OUR BELOVED DEAD  
 

Lupe G. Moreno 
 



Oplatki Christmas Tradi on 
The tradition of the Oplatki originated in Poland during Early Christian Times. This Christmas 
custom began with a simple white wafer, baked from flour and water. The wafers are wonder-
fully designed to display Christmas images, such as the Nativity. The Oplatki are enjoyed by 
families, typically right before the Christmas Eve meal. The entire family will gather around 
the table with the Oplatki.  
Generally the eldest member of the family will begin the ritual by breaking off a piece of the 
wafer and passing it to another family member with a blessing. 
This blessing can simply consist of what you desire for your loved one in the upcoming year – 
whether it be good health, success, or happiness. 
The purpose of this act is primarily to express one’s unconditional love and forgiveness for each member of his or her 
family. The significance of the Oplatki Christmas wafer is that it shadows the Eucharistic meal that Catholics  
participate in at each Mass. Just as we share in the Eucharist as one family in Christ and receive Christ’s love through 
the Eucharist, the Oplatki allows for one’s immediate family to come together and share love for one another.  
Although this tradition is primarily enjoyed by the human members of the family, even the family pets can partake in 
this meal. 
Whereas the wafers are generally white in color, there are colored Oplatki made especially for pets although both 
colors are edible by people. Traditionally, this symbolizes the animals that were present at Christ’s birth. However, in 
current times, this can also represent the important role that pets play in the family. The Oplatki tradition is one that is 
easy and fun to introduce to the family at Christmas time. All it requires is a simple wafer paired with love and  
affection, and the willingness to share it. This is a heartwarming tradition that will complete your family’s time   
together during the Christmas season. 
 
Christmas wafers are available for purchase. See an usher while our supply lasts. 

 Mary’s Rosary 
 

Tuesday,  December 17th                                    

at 7:00pm in the 
Our Lady at St. Germaine 

Church 
 

Please join the Knights of Columbus 
in honoring our Blessed Mother,  

Mary, by praying Her special prayer,  
the Rosary.  
 

Hosted by the Knights of  
Columbus Council 14553 

Marion Giving Trees 
                   Thank you to everyone who took a card from the trees.  
            Donations should be dropped at church or Parish Center                       

no later than December 15th. 
Thank you all so much!  





Split The Pot Drawing 

November 24th, envelope # 264 was drawn                   for 

last week’s “Split the Pot” raffle. The parishioner         

assigned that number made at least the minimum                        

contribution to both the Sunday and “Split the Pot”                    

collections and is the winner of $810.00. On December 1, 

envelope # 2362 was picked and that parishioner did not 

participate. The $425.50 will be added to Dec. 8th prize..                 
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Thank you to the 331 donors who have           
responded to our Raise the Roof  campaign, 
pledging   $480,885.91.  
 

We continue to receive pledge cards in the mail  
and will keep you updated on how successful 
this campaign is. Thank you for your sacrifice 
and generosity. Can you help us raise the roof? 

$850,000 
$800,000 
 
$700,000 
 
$600,000 
 
$500,000 
 
$400,000 
 
$300,000 
 
$200,000 
 

Please be generous in your support of our parish  
ministries and services. 

 S  R  

November 17, 2024 
Sunday: $5,916.50 

        Sunday (GIVE CENTRAL): $2,631.00 

SUNDAY TOTAL: $8,547.50 

*AID ED(GIVE CENTRAL): $30.00 

All Saints Day: $5.00 

Campaign for Human Dev.: $936.00 

Thanksgiving: $60.00 

Christmas Flowers: $20.00 

Food Pantry: $25.00 

HELP NEEDED  
 
Some things Needed this month 
are…. 
Beef stew, Chili, Soup, canned fruit/

pineapple, canned tomatoes, instant  potatoes, oatmeal, 
CEREAL, mac & cheese, pudding or jello, Cookies,  
Crackers, canned meats, tuna,  meals in a box, coffee, 
stuffing, pop tarts, pasta sauce, pasta, rice, canned       
spaghetti/ravioli, gravy, soups,  canned cranberries,  
canned corn or peas, toilet paper, dish soap, shampoo, 
toothpaste, laundry detergent. As we prepare for the     
upcoming holiday seasons, Gift cards would be            
appreciated to help buy turkeys & other perishables.  

THANK YOU FOR  ALWAYS HELPING US,  
HELP OTHERS!!  

*GIVE CENTRAL & ACH ARE IN ADDITION  TO  REGULAR COLLECTION 

November 24, 2024 
Sunday: 5,984.58 

        Sunday (GIVE CENTRAL): $2,558.00 
SUNDAY TOTAL: $8,542.58 

*AID ED(GIVE CENTRAL): $5.00 
Campaign for Human Dev.: $90.00 

Thanksgiving: $432.00 
Christmas Flowers: $25.00 

Christmas: $125.00 

December 1, 2024 
Sunday: 5,984.58 

        Sunday (GIVE CENTRAL): $2,558.00 

SUNDAY TOTAL: $8,542.58 

*AID ED(GIVE CENTRAL): $5.00 

Campaign for Human Dev.: $90.00 

Thanksgiving: $432.00 

Christmas Flowers: $25.00 

Christmas: $125.00 



Thank  you  to  the  Oak  Lawn  Raiders  SAC!!            
Thank you for the generous donation to our Food Pantry. Thank you for running 

and volunteering during the   yearly Feed A Family Drive. The funds donated are 

the result of donations their members collected on 95th Street. All of the funds are 

dispersed  to  local  organizations  that  provide  assistance  to  local  families.  They 

greatly appreciate & thank the volunteers who work with parishes and food pan‐

tries in our community, particularly around the Holidays. 

  In 2024  the Raiders will be celebrating  their 50th Anniversary. 50 years of 

service,  and  fundraising  to  support  our  community.  Winter  Picnic  is  their               

largest fundraiser that helps fund operations and donations. This year’s event will 

be  held  on  Sunday,  February  18,  2024,  at  the  Homestead  Barr  from  1:00pm‐

6:00pm. Please  consider  supporting  the Oak Lawn Raiders Social Athletic Club. 

For any questions regarding the Raiders, their fundraisers, or general questions, please email  

oaklawnraiders@usa.com  or visit their website at www.oaklawnraiderssac.com. 

Thank you to everyone who supported our Fall Raffle. 

 Congrats to the winners…. 

Rose K. - $10,000 
Shirley D. - $2,000 
Joyce D. - $1,000 

OLSG– Seller prize -$500 
Thank you to Billy Shelton and the Spaniels Forever for such a great day 

of music and Motown.  
A special Thank you to everyone who came out for Social Sunday. We hope 

you had as much fun as we did hosting it. 





GET YOUR HOLIDAY SHOPPING STARTED … 
DO NOT USE regular order form for Special Manna. Regular Manna can be purchased in the School Office 
7:30am-1:00pm on School days. For every gift card you purchase, a portion of that purchase will go towards 
next years tuition and an equal portion  goes to the School.  
REMEMBER, Special orders are due on Monday at10:00am and you will receive your order on Thursday of 
that week. THE LAST DAY TO PLACE SPECIAL ORDERS IS MONDAY, DECEMBER 9th. 

ALSO, THE LAST DAY FOR REGULAR MANNA WILL BE DECEMBER 18TH. 
If you have any questions, please call the office at 708-425-6063 (See website for special order form) 





OUR LADY AT ST. GERMAINE PARISH 
 

ST. GERMAINE CATHOLIC CHURCH        9711 S. Kolin Avenue  Oak Lawn Illinois  

 
Parish Office: 708-636-5060    Fax: 708-636-8007 

School Office: 708-425-6063 
Parish Center Hours: 

Monday—Friday 9:00am ~ 2:30pm                
Website: ourladyatstgermaine.org 

Fr. Thomas S. Cabala Pastor  
Joe Gonzalez                                        Permanent Deacon 
Amy Condon Operations Director 
Dr. Philip O’Rourke  School Principal 
Marianne Powers    Director of Children's Faith Formation 
Sr. Regina DeVitto CND   Liturgy & Worship 
Dan Arens                                                     Liturgy & Music 
Casey Wiedenski (636-6647) Minister of Care 
Nancy Dunne Minister of Care 
Molly O’Grady (636-8001) COURAGE 
Jen Stazak Office Manager 
Bulletin Editor                    jenstazak@yahoo.com 

WEEKDAY MASS:   
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday:  8:30AM Mass 
Wednesday: 7:00AM & 8:30AM Mass 
WEEKEND MASSES:  
Saturday: 4:00 PM;   Sunday: 7:30 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:30 AM 
  
 
 

RECONCILIATION: Saturday from 2:45PM-3:30 PM        
 

ADORATION CHAPEL:  
Tuesday 9am‐6pm, Wednesday 9am‐7pm, Thursday 9am‐7pm 
 

Welcome to Our Lady at St. Germaine Parish!  
    To register in the parish, or for information about any of  
     our organizations, ministries, services, or  educational  
     opportunities, please call the Parish Center at 636-5060. 
 

BAPTISMS– Call Parish Center to schedule. 
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Sports & Orthopedic
Physical Therapy

Thomas G. Mulvey, M.S., P.T.
708-424-4047 / 708-424-4025

4004 W. 111th St., Oak Lawn

4532 W. 103rd St., Oak Lawn, IL
www.smilesbyburke.com

Call for a Free Consultation 708-658-6015   

     

Emergency PlumbersEmergency Plumbers  
773-424-0363773-424-0363  

INFINITYINFINITY247247.COM .COM 
• • Parishioner DiscountParishioner Discount • •

WALTER 
QUINLAN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Walter (Pat) Quinlan, Director/Owner

Jane M. Quinlan

708.425.3700� Since 1929

Real Estate • Wills / Trusts
Attorney Referral Service

3551 West 111th Street
Chicago, Illinois 60655

www.barrylawinc.com

773.779.6100
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Chicago Real Estate

Rick Schultz
Realtor® Since 1984

Oak Lawn and 
Vicinity Specialist

708.268.2980

We provide individualized 
funeral services designed to 

meet the needs of each family
at Affordable Prices

We will guide you through the aspects of the funeral 
service with compassion, dignity and respect. 

Se Habla Español

4950 West 79th Street
Burbank, Illinois 60459

(773) 565-4171

THANKS FOR YOUR 
PATRONAGE!

Serving
Breakfast,
Lunch &
Dinner

24 Hours

10501 S. CICERO
499-1112

$100 OFF PURCHASE $10.00
OR MORE with ad

Assumpta Ingram
Local Realtor
Oak Lawn Resident

708.516.1614
www.AskAssumpta.com

    B
UYING? SELLING? INVESTING? NEW CONSTRUCTION?

9236 S. Roberts Road 
Hickory Hills, IL 

 
708.430.5700 

www.LackFuneralHome.com

Matt Bryk & Jen Mayo 
Directors / Parishioners

Ed the Plumber 
Ed the Carpenter
708.652.1444
Best Work • Best Rates
PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

708 
361-1555

  SafeElectrical.com

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

      www.difoggioandsamplumbing.com

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

(708) 424-8889

24 HR.
Emer. 
Svc.

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Prices Right on 
Target!
BULLSEYE
HEATING & AC

• Furnaces 
• Central Air
• Hot Water Tanks
• Boilers 
• Electrical 
• Plumbing

708.229.8505

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570
/mo.$1995

Starting At

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Julie Blanford

jblanford@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2141


